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THE  APPEAL  OF  THE 
CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 
TO  MEN  OF  WEALTH 


Men  of  wealth  are  of  many 
kinds.  There  is  no  uniform 
type.  Some  possess  wealth  and 
little  else.  Some  are  possessed 
by  their  wealth.  Others  are 
men  of  vision  as  well  as  men 
of  possession.  They  are  rich  in 
character  as  well  as  in  gold. 
They  care  for  life  even  more 
than  for  things.  They  are  aware 
of  their  eternal  as  of  their  tem¬ 
poral  relations.  They  are  men 
of  light  and  of  leading  as  well 
as  men  of  means.  “Wealth,” 
says  Mr.  Ruskin,  “is  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  valuable  by  the 
valiant.”  The  Christian  College,  like  every 
other  good  institution,  like  the  cause  of  good 
itself,  gets  a  chance  with  such  men.  Many  a 
rich  Gallio  “cares  for  none  of  these  things.” 
It  is  nothing  against  them;  it  is  only  some¬ 
thing  against  him.  1  The  rich  man’s  susceptibil¬ 
ity  to  noble  appeal  is  not  the  test  of  his  wealth 
but  of  himself.  A  man  of  millions  in  one  day 
swore  out  of  his  office  representatives  of  a 
Christian  college,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  and  a  hospital  for  consumptives, 
declaring  to  each  with  many  oaths  that  he 
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did  not  care  for  such  things  nor  believe 
in  them.  He  said:  “Let  folks  get  their 
education  for  themselves;  let  young  men  look 
after  their  own  associations;  let  the  families 
of  sick  people  look  after  them.”  The  man 
classified  himself  on  that  fatal  day.  The 
man  of  wealth  who  is  not  open  to  appeal 
in  behalf  of  a  noble  cause  is  not  only  in  danger, 
he  has  already  gone  beyond  the  danger  line. 
I  sometimes  think  that  God’s  severest  test 
of  a  man  is  in  placing  great  wealth  in  his 
hands.  It  is  a  dreadful  thing  for  a  man  of 
wealth  to  be  that  and  nothing  more. 

What  is  the  Christian  College  that  it  should 
have  an  appeal  to  men  of  wealth  who  are  also 
men  of  wisdom?  Jowett,  in  his  first  sermon 
at  Balliol  College,  spoke  of  the  college  as  “a 
place  of  education,  a  place  of  society  and  a 
place  of  religion.”  Here  are  three  funda¬ 
mental  conceptions:  the  man  in  himself,  the 
man  in  his  relations  with  other  men,  the  man 
in  his  relations  with  God.  The  college  has  to 
do  vitally  with  them  all.  What  makes  a  col¬ 
lege  Christian?  Not  the  teaching  of  such  sub¬ 
jects  as  mathematics,  language,  literature, 
history  or  science.  Not  even  the  teaching 
of  religion  or  the  being  under  denominational 
control.  The  college  gets  to  be  a  Christian 
college  in  consequence  of  its  atmosphere,  its 
tone,  its  ideals.  It  exalts  learning  and  en¬ 
thrones  Jesus  Christ.  It  sets  before  itself  as 
an  ideal  of  the  highest  culture,  the  truest  re¬ 
lationships  and  a  personal  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ.  It  believes  in  character  and  culture, 
*“  Godliness  and  knowledge,”  “piety,  morality 
and  learning.”  The  term  Christian  is  not  a 
term  of  limitation,  but  of  perfection.  Chris¬ 
tian  education  is  not  less  than  any  other  kind; 
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it  is  the  only  “full,  perfect  and  sufficient” 
sort.  The  Christian  College  adopts  for  its 
coat  of  arms,  a  book  and  an  altar,  a  library 
and  a  chapel,  a  classic  lamp  and  the  “cloven 
tongues  like  as  bf  fire.”  The  potent  word  of 
the  Christian  College  is  not  selection  but  per¬ 
fection,  not  election  but  completeness.  Its 
supreme  and  sovereign  figure  is  the  great 
Teacher. 

Here  we  bring  two  noble  terms  together, 
the  man  of  wealth  and  the  Christian  College. 
Both  are  large,  and  the  one  presen  ts  a  worthy 
appeal  to  the  other.  The  Christian  College 
has  no  appeal  to  the  unworthy  man.  He 
cannot  understand  its  spirit,  its  intentions, 
its  relations,  its  processes  or  its  ideals.  These 
things  are  discerned  only  by  the  discerning. 
They  are  spiritual  and  are  spiritually  under¬ 
stood.  I  asked  a  man  of  real  wealth  of 
both  character  and  possessions,  what  test  he 
applied  to  investments.  He  had  made  large 
investments  in  his  life — in  bonds,  real  estate, 
hospitals  and  colleges.  Some  of  his  holdings 
were  listed  in  the  Stock  Exchange  and  bond 
market.  Others  were  not  listed  there  at  all, 
but  were  carefully  considered  elsewhere.  He 
replied  deliberately,  using  these  terms  at 
last:  “I  seek  quick  returns,  large  returns, 
safety,  permanence,  cumulativeness,  and  im¬ 
provement  in  the  quality  of  value.  ”  He  ampli¬ 
fied  these  terms,  explaining  that  they  balanced 
and  tended  to  correct  each  other,  that  reliance 
upon  quick  returns  alone  was  not  enough,  nor 
seeking  large  returns  a  safe  test  by  itself. 
Safety,  he  added,  is  fundamental,  but  some¬ 
times  an  investment  has  no  other  quality. 
An  investment,  in  order  to  appeal  to  a  man  of 
wisdom,  must  commend  itself  for  many  rea- 
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sons.  Now  this  is  the  day  of  investments, 
big  and  little.  How  does  the  Christian  Col¬ 
lege  meet  these  simple  tests?  They  are  some¬ 
what  vague  and  indefinite  but  upon  them  wise 
men  act.  The  Christian  CoHege  must  meet 
them  just  as  truly  as  a  bond  issue  would.  The 
appeal  which  the  college  has  too  often  made 
has  been  the  appeal  based  upon  its  need.  The 
necessity  for  funds  is  so  urgent  that  a  college 
president  sometimes  forgets  everything  else. 
But  the  fact  that  a  college  is  needy  will  not 
alone  constitute  a  very  mighty  appeal.  Its 
opportunity  is  far  more  convincing  than  its 
poverty. 

But  the  Christian  College  does  bring  quick 
returns  for  money  invested.  There  is  no 
quicker  way  to  get  a  young  man  or  woman 
ready  for  life  than  the  way  the  college  offers. 
The  time  spent  in  college  is  not  time  wasted ; 
it  is  time  gained.  A  careful  observer  once 
declared  that  “a  liberal  education  of  the  class¬ 
ical  sort  would  enable  a  man  to  do  at  thirty 
years  of  age,  what,  without  it,  he  would  not 
be  able  to  do  before  forty,  if  then.  It  adds 
ten  years  to  a  man’s  productive  power  and  it 
adds  these  years  at  the  beginning  of  his  life 
rather  than  the  end.”  If  you  want  to  get 
your  man  ready  for  a  big  life  in  the  shortest 
time,  give  him  a  college. 

The  Christian  College  yields  large  returns  for 
the  investments  of  the  man  of  wealth.  He  is 
not  looking  simply  or  chiefly  for  more  money. 
He  is  looking  for  a  finer  product  called  man¬ 
hood  or  womanhood.  He  invests  gold  that  he 
may  produce  power  and  righteousness  and 
character.  Many  readers  of  this  brief  tract 
will  remember  hearing  me  speak  of  two  old 
catalogues.  Here  is  the  story  again,  made 
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familiar  through  five  years  of  educational 
speech-making  from  coast  to  coast,  but  vital 
and  true  forever,  i 

“  Here  is  a  faded  old  catalogue,  dating  back 
to  1845.  It  is  the  very  small  catalogue  of  a 
very  small  college,  numbering  not  more  than 
100  students.  But  that  year — 1845 — the 
mighty  Olin,  president  of  the  small  institution, 
preached  from  the  text:  ‘Put  ye  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  make  no  provision  for  the 
flesh,  to  fulfill  the  lusts  thereof.’  More  than 
half  a  century  has  gone,  but  the  power  of  the 
sermon  remains.  It  gives  one  a  strange  and 
enlarged  sense  of  the  meaning  of  the  occasion 
to  read,  after  a  half  a  century,  the  names  of 
some  of  those  who  listened  as  students,  that 
day  when  Olin  preached.  Not  more  than 
100  names  are  on  the  list,  but  here  are  some 
of  them:  John  W.  Beach,  afterward  presi¬ 
dent  of  Wesleyan;  Gilbert  Haven,  Ammi  B. 
Hyde,  Oliver  Marcy,  Fales  H.  Newhall,  Ed¬ 
ward  G.  Andrews,  Orange  Judd,  Alexander 
Winchell,  James  E. Latimer,  and  Daniel  Steele. 
Olin  did  not  know — no  college  president  knows 
— what  is  in  his  audience  on  baccalaureate 
Sunday. 

Less  than  ten  years  later  the  enrollment  at 
Wesleyan  is  still  only  103.  The  catalogue  is 
small,  and  the  institution  is  small;  but  here 
are  ten  names  out  of  the  short  list:  William 
F.  Warren,  Henry  White  Warren,  Cyrus  D. 
Foss,  Joseph  H.  Knowles,  Henry  Lummis, 
William  X.  Ninde,  Charles  H.  Payne,  Samuel 
F.  Upham,  David  J.  Brewer,  Willard  F.  Ma- 
lalieu.  It  was  a  very  small  college — there 
are  not  many  names  altogether — but  the 
whole  Church  might  well  have  given  herself  to 
prayer  for  teachers  and  students  the  day  these 
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boys  gathered  at  old  Wesleyan,  less  than  a 
half  a  century  ago.  And  they  were  worth 
all  the  money  —  and  more  —  ever  put  into 
Wesleyan. 

It  is  estimated  that  one  single  revival  in 
Yale  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  50,000 
people  in  a  single  generation.  Two  hundred 
graduates  of  one  of  our  institutions  led  12,000 
people  to  Jesus  Christ  in  eighteen  months. 
The  Christian  College  is  the  Church's  greatest 
agency  for  controlling  the  world.  Bishop 
Simpson  once  said:  “Educated  mind  rules 
the  world  and  if  Christianity  shall  ever  gain 
control  of  the  world  it  must  establish  and 
maintain  colleges  where  educated  minds  are 
trained.”  The  founders  of  Christian  colleges 
have  created  the  ruling  influence  in  life  and 
society.  President  King,  of  Oberlin,  declared 
at  Yale  that  the  prominence  of  the  Ohio  man 
was  due  to  the  prevalence  of  the  Ohio  college 
more  than  to  any  other  single  cause.  Those 
colleges  nearly  all  were  founded  by  the 
churches. 

Safety  and  permanence  may  be  treated  to¬ 
gether.  No  one  wants  to  put  large  sums  into 
a  thing  that  is  either  uncertain  or  temporary. 
Even  in  making  a  risk  an  investor  persuades 
himself  that  there  is  a  balance  of  probability 
in  favor  of  safety.  But  at  this  time  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  education,  after  its  decades  and  cen¬ 
turies  of  success,  the  investor  in  a  Christian 
college  takes  no  risk  at  all.  His  investment 
is  sure  to  produce  a  quick  and  large  return. 
I  once  heard  President  Eliot  say  that  there 
is  nothing  more  permanent  than  the  colleges 
except  the  churches. 

An  old  man  who  had  made  many  invest¬ 
ments  in  manv  things,  including  colleges,  told 
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me  with  tears  of  gratitude  streaming  down 
his  face  that  what  he  had  put  into  the  colleges 
was  the  best  thing  he  had  ever  done.  “That 
is  safe  and  sure  for  all  time,”  he  said.  Dr. 
D.  K.  Pearsons  has  said  substantially  the 
same  thing.  He  has  been  an  expert  investor. 
He  puts  his  large  fortune  at  last  into  the  Chris¬ 
tian  colleges.  Mr.  Beecher  once  said  at  Am¬ 
herst  College:  “I  care  nothing  for  posthu¬ 
mous  fame,  but  for  posthumous  power  I  would 
vote  with  both  hands.”  That  sentence  con¬ 
tains  the  Christian  College’s  appeal  to  men  who 
would  do  good  forever.  Buildings  and  en¬ 
dowments  are  contributions  to  posthumous 
power.  “There  is  not  a  feature  or  point  in 
the  national  character  which  has  made  Eng¬ 
land  great  among  the  nations  of  the  world 
that  is  not  strongly  developed  and  plainly 
traceable  in  our  universities.  For  eight  hun¬ 
dred  or  a  thousand  years  they  have  been  in¬ 
timately  associated  with  everything  that  has 
concerned  the  highest  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  ”  vSo  said  Mr,  Gladstone,  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge. 

These  values  do  not  perish  with  the  using. 
Use  only  increases  and  enlarges  them.  Farm 
lands  in  Ohio  have  gone  up  and  down  in  price. 
They  probably  will  do  so  again.  But  one  day 
at  the  close  of  the  civil  war  an  old  farmer, 
bereft  of  his  sons,  sat  down  in  a  certain  college 
chapel.  He  saw  the  students  come  in  and  had 
a  vision  of  the  long  procession  of  students 
through  the  years.  He  said  to  himself :  “These 
will  go  and  others  will  come.  These  professors 
will  go  and  others  will  take  their  places.  My 
farm  would  just  about  endow  a  chair.  I  will 
go  home  and  deed  it  to  this  college.  Then, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  I  shall  be  here  while  the 
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world  stands.”  It  is  doubtful  whether  any 
other  farm  in  that  state  has  produced  so  valu¬ 
able  a  crop  as  has  this  one  during  the  last 
forty  years. 

The  United  States  Commissioner  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Dr.  William  T.  Harris,  says: 

‘‘We  must  conclude  that  the  prerogative 
of  religious  instruction  is  in  the  church,  and 
that  it  must  remain  in  the  church,  and  that  in 
the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be  farmed  out 
to  the  regular  school  without  degenerating 
into  mere  deism  without  a  living  Providence, 
or  else  changing  the  school  into  a  parochial 
school  and  destroying  the  efficiency  of  secular 
instruction.  ” 

The  Christian  College  meets  the  other  severer 
test  imposed  upon  investments  by  the  wise 
man  who  spoke  out  of  his  experience.  One 
thing  is  transformed  into  another  thing  of 
higher  value;  there  is  improvement  in  quality 
as  well  as  increase.  Remember  that  the  true 
man  of  wealth  is  a  man  of  property  and  ideals, 
possession  and  character.  He  has  abundance 
of  things  but  his  life  does  not  consist  in  these 
things  or  their  abundance.  He  has  read  cer¬ 
tain  old  words  which  have  caught  his  imagina¬ 
tion.  ‘‘For  brass  I  will  bring  gold,  and  for 
iron  I  will  bring  silver  and  for  wood  brass, 
and  for  stones  iron.”  He  puts  in  gold  and 
gets  out  character.  He  gives  silver  and  re¬ 
ceives  an  eternal  influence.  Money  seemed 
good  once  because  it  was  money,  now  it  seems 
good  because  it  can  be  transmitted  into  some¬ 
thing  vastly  better  than  money.  Once  this 
man  of  wealth  wanted  to  be  worth  a  million; 
now  in  John  Ruskin’s  fine  phrase  he  wants  to 
be  ‘‘worth  having.”  He  does  not  despise 
money,  he  takes  right  account  of  it.  He  once 
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rather  resented  the  appeal  of  the  college  presi¬ 
dent  for  an  endowment.  That  was  long  ago. 
He  has  seen  that  President  Eliot  spoke  truly 
when  he  said,  “The  college  will  make  to  the 
community  rich  return  of  learning,  poetry 
and  piety  and  that  fine  sense  of  civic  duty 
which  makes  republics  possible.” 

Once  this  man  of  money  lost  his  temper 
when  asked  to  endow  a  college.  Some  old 
Domisie  then  spoke  the  truth  to  him. 

“Ye  think  that  a’m  asking  a  great  thing 
when  I  plead  for  a  pickle  notes  to  give  a  puir 
laddie  a  college  education.  I  tell  ye,  man, 
a’m  honorin’  ye  and  givin’  ye  the  fairest  chance 
ye’ll  ever  hae  o’  winning  wealth.  Giv’  ye 
store  the  money  ye  hae  scrapit  by  mony  a  hard 
bargain,  some  heir  ye  never  saw’ll  gar  it  flee 
in  chambering  and  wantonness.  Giv’  ye  hed 
the  heart  to  spend  it  on  a  lad  o’  pairts  like 
Geordie  Hoo,  ye  wod  hae  twa  rewards  nae 
man  could  tak  frae  ye.  Ane  would  be  the 
honest  gratitude  o’  a  laddie  whose  desire  for 
knowledge  ye  had  satisfied,  and  the  second 
would  be  this:  anither  scholar  in  the  land; 
and  a’m  thinking  with  auld  John  Knox  that 
ilka  scholar  is  something  added  to  the  riches 
of  the  commonwealth.  ” 

There  it  is —  a  chance  for  an  honest  laddie, 
another  scholar  in  the  land  and  positive  riches 
added  to  the  commonwealth.  This  is  the 
appeal  of  the  Christian  College  to  the  man  of 
wealth.  The  man  of  wealth  endows  a  Christ¬ 
ian  college ;  the  Christian  College  trains 
and  inspires  those  men  and  women  who,  in 
all  lands  serve  Christ  and  humanity,  the  mis¬ 
sionary  foremost  among  them  all;  then,  one 
day  these  children  of  the  college  gather  from 
far  and  near  around  the  founder  of  the  college 


and  reverently  repeat:  “We  are  workers 
together — you  and  ourselves — and  workers 
together  with  God.”  And  the  man  takes  the 
new  values  up  in  his  old  hands  and  says  grate¬ 
fully:  “  I  thank  Him  that  counted  me  worthy.  ” 
William  Fraser  McDowell, 

Formerly  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 

Prayer 

0  God,  Holy  Spirit,  the  Sanctifier  of  the 
faithful,  visit,  we  pray  Thee,  this  University 
with  Thy  love  and  favor ;  enlighten  our  minds 
more  and  more  with  the  light  of  the  everlast¬ 
ing  Gospel;  graft  in  our  hearts  a  love  of  the 
truth;  increase  in  us  true  religion;  nourish  us 
with  all  goodness;  and  of  Thy  great  mercy 
keep  us  in  the  same,  O  Blessed  Spirit,  whom, 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son  together  we 
worship  and  glorify  as  one  God,  world  with¬ 
out  end.  Amen. 

For  all  Colleges  and  Universities 

Almighty  God,  the  Fountain  of  all  wisdom, 
bless,  we  beseech  Thee,  all  Colleges  and  Uni¬ 
versities  of  sound  learning  and  higher  educa¬ 
tion  ;  in  them  may  many  be  trained  in  Thy 
fear  and  prepared  for  Thy  service.  Endow 
those  who  teach  with  the  spirit  of  soberness, 
enthusiasm,  and  a  sound  mind;  and  those 
who  are  taught,  with  the  desire  to  know 
the  truth.  Make  all  to  know  Thee,  the  only 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou  hast  sent, 
whom  to  know  is  Life  eternal.  While  passing 
through  things  temporal  may  we  be  wise 
enough  not  to  lose  the  things  eternal ;  all 
which  we  ask  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


A  Thanksgiving  for  Benefactors 
Blessed  be  Thy  Name,  O  Lord,  for  the  happy 
memory  of  the  founders  and  benefactors  of 
this  College,  and  for  all  who  remember  it  in 
their  labors  and  their  prayers:  Raise  up,  in 
its  behalf,  many  friends  and  helpers  to  en¬ 
large  the  same;  granting  unto  them  that  wis¬ 
dom  through  which  an  house  is  builded  and 
the  understanding  by  which  it  is  established: 
that  so  by  knowledge  its  halls  may  be  filled 
with  all  precious  and  pleasant  riches:  For 
the  silver  and  the  gold  are  Thine,  O  Lord  our 
God,  and  all  things  come  of  Thee;  therefore, 
unto  Thee  we  look  for  all  that  we  desire;  and 
for  all  that  Thou  hast  done  for  us,  we  praise 
Thee  and  bless  Thy  glorious  Name;  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Strength  and  our  Redeemer. 
Amen. 
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